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INTERNATIONAL ELECTROTECHNICAL COMMISSION 

___________ 
 

PROCEDURE FOR THE DECLARATION OF MATERIALS  
IN PRODUCTS OF THE ELECTROTECHNICAL  

AND ELECTRONIC INDUSTRY 
 

FOREWORD 

1) The International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) is a worldwide organization for standardization comprising 
all national electrotechnical committees (IEC National Committees). The object of IEC is to promote 
international co-operation on all questions concerning standardization in the electrical and electronic fields. To 
this end and in addition to other activities, IEC publishes International Standards, Technical Specifications, 
Technical Reports, Publicly Available Specifications (PAS) and Guides (hereafter referred to as “IEC 
Publication(s)”). Their preparation is entrusted to technical committees; any IEC National Committee interested 
in the subject dealt with may participate in this preparatory work. International, governmental and non-
governmental organizations liaising with the IEC also participate in this preparation. IEC collaborates closely 
with the International Organization for Standardization (ISO) in accordance with conditions determined by 
agreement between the two organizations. 

2) The formal decisions or agreements of IEC on technical matters express, as nearly as possible, an international 
consensus of opinion on the relevant subjects since each technical committee has representation from all 
interested IEC National Committees.  

3) IEC Publications have the form of recommendations for international use and are accepted by IEC National 
Committees in that sense. While all reasonable efforts are made to ensure that the technical content of IEC 
Publications is accurate, IEC cannot be held responsible for the way in which they are used or for any 
misinterpretation by any end user. 

4) In order to promote international uniformity, IEC National Committees undertake to apply IEC Publications 
transparently to the maximum extent possible in their national and regional publications. Any divergence 
between any IEC Publication and the corresponding national or regional publication shall be clearly indicated in 
the latter. 

5) IEC provides no marking procedure to indicate its approval and cannot be rendered responsible for any 
equipment declared to be in conformity with an IEC Publication.  

6) All users should ensure that they have the latest edition of this publication. 

7) No liability shall attach to IEC or its directors, employees, servants or agents including individual experts and 
members of its technical committees and IEC National Committees for any personal injury, property damage or 
other damage of any nature whatsoever, whether direct or indirect, or for costs (including legal fees) and 
expenses arising out of the publication, use of, or reliance upon, this IEC Publication or any other IEC 
Publications.  

8) Attention is drawn to the Normative references cited in this publication. Use of the referenced publications is 
indispensable for the correct application of this publication. 

9) Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this IEC Publication may be the subject of 
patent rights. IEC shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

A PAS is a technical specification not fulfilling the requirements for a standard but made 
available to the public. 

IEC-PAS 61906 has been processed by IEC technical committee 3: Information structures, 
documentation and graphical symbols. 

The text of this PAS is based on the 
following document 

This PAS was approved for publication by the 
P- members of the committee concerned as 

indicated in the following document  

Draft PAS Report on voting 

3/750/NP 3/766/RVN 

Following publication of this PAS, IEC technical committee 111: Environmental 
standardization for electrical and electronic products and systems, will transform it into an 
International Standard. 

This PAS shall remain valid for an initial maximum period of three years starting from 
2005-07. The validity may be extended for a single three-year period, following which it shall 
be revised to become another type of normative document or shall be withdrawn.  
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PROCEDURE FOR THE DECLARATION OF MATERIALS  
IN PRODUCTS OF THE ELECTROTECHNICAL  

AND ELECTRONIC INDUSTRY 
 

1 Scope 

This PAS describes the form and procedure relating to the declaration of materials in products 
of companies operating in the electrotechnical and electronic industry (E&E industry) and its 
supplier industry, including the operational materials contained in the products.  

NOTE 1 The declaration provides product information which is the foundation for a database which can be 
referred to in order to solve the following tasks, for example: 

- assurance of legal compliance; 

- management of business risks; 

- fulfilment of market requirements in relation to the products; 

- market information; 

- preparation of self-declared environmental claims; 

- assessment of effects of products on people and environment; 

- implementation of avoidance and replacement strategies, reduction in material proliferation; 

- information for reprocessing and removal; 

- reuse, recovery and safe disposal of products or product parts; 

- carrying out of supplier audits. 

These data will be supplemented by the obligations under chemical substances laws to furnish material safety data 
sheets and by information on occupational health and safety. The declaration governed by this specification should 
be taken into account in purchasing and delivery agreements. 

NOTE 2 There might exist additional statutory requirements. Compliance with statutory regulations is the duty of 
the person placing the product on the market and is a prerequisite. This concerns, for example, materials in 
products for which restrictions have legally binding force in the legislative area applicable to the person placing the 
product on the market. 

NOTE 3 This information on materials in products can be drawn upon, for example, when preparing life-cycle 
assessments in accordance with ISO 14040 ff. or environmental labels conforming to ISO 14020, ISO 14021, ISO 
14024 or ISO 14025. 

NOTE 4 Criteria for selecting materials and individual constituents to be declared are not yet elaborated in this 
specification. 

NOTE 5 The depth of declaration can be the subject of an agreement between the parties involved. 

NOTE 6 Material declarations constitute one of the tools within environmental management according to ISO 
14062. 

NOTE 7 The material declaration is subject to account being taken of agreements on confidentiality and 
protection of intellectual property along the process chain. 

This PAS is intended for use by the technical committees in the drafting of standards as well 
as by the product suppliers for the declaration of materials in products of the E&E industry in 
conformance with the basic principles laid down in IEC Guide 113. 

2 Normative references 

The following referenced documents are indispensable for the application of this document. 
For dated references, only the edition cited applies. For undated references, the latest edition 
of the referenced document (including any amendments) applies. 

IEC Guide 113, Materials declaration questionnaires – Basic guidelines1 

ISO 14020:2000, Environmental labels and declarations – General principles 

————————— 
1  To be published. 
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